DOG LUV

A dramatic text by Saviana Stanescu

Characters:

DOG 1 (D1)

DOG 2 (D2)

DOG 3 (D3)

DOG 4 (D4)

MADDOG (M)

1. Dogs’ Guide to Mankind’s History of Torture, Interrogation and Execution

Maddog is a sort of teacher, he stands in front of the other dogs and will conduct them in reciting various forms of torture&execution.

MADDOG (M)

Listen to me, dogs! If we wanna understand the Humans, we gotta see them at their lowest. The Evil – as they call it – that’s what we study today. That rotten reptile barking in people’s souls, making them do bad things to each other. Well, that’s kinda Christian interpretation. The snake and all that shit. Notice that when they talk about Evil or milder forms of unpleasant attributes, they like to use animal terms: snake, pig, cow, monkey, bull, rat, and the last but definitely not the least – dog and bitch. Us. They have a very simple understanding of us. We are either their pets – and they overwhelm us with sweet patronizing love - or devils – if we show any form of rebellion and independence. That thing with “dog is man’s best friend” – I don’t know … That’s why we must learn to understand better the human behavior so that we maintain some degree of independent thinking and planning. Got it?

ALL

Yes, Maddog.

M

Good. Excellent. Together we are strong!

ALL

Strong!

MADDOG

We’ve all seen the research material “1001 Dalmatians”. They succeeded because they acted together, in solidarity!

ALL

Solidarity!

M

We’ve also watched together “The Lady and the Tramp”. That’s a negative example of how a rebellious spirit could be tamed and trapped into domesticity and induced class behavior.

ALL

Solidarity!

M

We started easy, with silly Disney movies, but your last homework was to watch a tough one. That was a good movie, wasn’t it? (Dogs nod) Painful dog fights and disturbing killings… (Dogs nod) Well, that’s called a reality check. Got me thinking. I hope you too. (Dogs nod) But the American title is inaccurate. “Life is a Bitch”. Such a truism. Look at the original title: “Amores Perros”. Bitch Love. Or Dog Love. Or Love’s Dogs. Where is the Love in the American title?

ALL

(applauding)

Dog Love! 

M

Did you like it? (Dogs nod) Did you see what people are capable to do? To us and to each other?

ALL

Booooo!

M

Do you understand why we need to learn about them and their everlasting relationship to Evil?

ALL

Yes!

ALL

Do you see how their history helps us understand what are we to expect in this life as dogs?

ALL

Yes!

M

Are you committed to achieve Dog Illumination? To see that the backwards spelling of DOG as GOD is not completely arbitrary?

ALL

Dog - God! Dog – God! Dog – God!

M

Are you ready to learn more? To come closer to Godness? To follow me?

ALL

Yes! Maddog! Maddog! Maddog!

M

Enough. Now let’s sum up what you learned about Mankind’s history. Sit down. (they sit) Good. So … Methods of torture, interrogation and execution. From early civilizations to nowadays. Start.

D1

Stoning.

D2

Crucifixion.

D3

Roman Torture.

D4

Slow death in China.

D1

Kneeling on chains.

D2

Whipping of buttocks.

Dogs laugh.

MADDOG

It’s not funny! What did they use in China?

D3

Bastinado – a length of bamboo.

MADDOG

What else?

D4

The hole in a monk’s neck, with the chain

D2

And the man was led naked through the streets

D1

Until the monastery had amassed enough alms to cover his sin

D3

Fornication. It was for monks guilty of fornication.

Dogs laugh.

MADDOG

Stop it! This is serious. What’s China’s variation of the Europe’s pillory?

D4

Cangue, tcha, kea

MADDOG

Good. Go on!

D1

Romans boiled Christians in oil.

D2

Not only Christians.

D1

Boiling in oil or water. Crucifixion. Stoning.

D3

Greeks’ Brazen Bull!

D4

A wooden bull with a door. The accused is forced in and fire is lit beneath the bull’s belly.

D3

Pipes inside the bull are converting the man’s cries of agony into music.

MADDOG

Greeks were kinda inventive, weren’t they? Tell me more about the Romans.

D1

Gladiators!

D2

Slaves and prisoners of war were turned into gladiators and ask to fight in an arena.

D3

Caligula was the cruelest king.

D4

He ordered a gladiator to be cramped with irons and let die slowly. “To feel he’s dying”.

D2

He stopped when the man’s brain was putrefied and “disrespected” him with his stench.

D1

The Vikings were cruel too. They sent the slaves to the pyre with their masters, to accompany them into the spirit world.

D4

Great they didn’t send their dogs too.

Dogs laugh.

MADDOG

You’re disappointing me. Show some respect for pain and suffering.

D4

I’m sorry Maddog but humans are really crazy. In a funny kinda way. Cuz they act crazy against each other, it’s not like they fight with other species, or when they fight for a bitch, or for territory. They just enjoy violence for its sake. They like to see people suffering. And that’s kinda funny. Cuz they act against themselves.

MADDOG

Yes, they’re self-destructive but that plays into our advantage. So go on. The list is far from being completed. You’re still in the first millennium.

Maddof will grow increasingly silent and pale, looking like he’s suffering, tortured by the dogs’ words
D1

Gallows.

D2

Druids’ Wickerman.

D3

Giant wood and straw cages built in the shape of a man, filled with people and animals before being set to fire.

D4

The Bog Bodies.

D1

The End of First Millennium. The Hindu tradition of the Suttee – wife put to death on her deceased husband’s funeral pyre.

D3

Abolished in India in 1829.

D4

Aztecs punishing Spanish Conquistadors. Cutting the victim’s beating heart.

D1

Middle Ages. Torture gets more sophisticated. It’s meant to increase the suffering of the human victim.

D2

Execution through ax and block.

D3

Several blows necessary cuz the cutting edge wasn’t sharpened.

D1

Swordsmen were better.

D2

Anne Boleyn chose that when she was sentenced to death for high treason against her husband King Henry VIII.

D3

But that method was rare.

D4

Guillotine was the most frequent!

D1

Hanging too. If you weren’t an aristocrat dog.

D4

Or cat!

Dogs laugh. 

They look at Maddog, he doesn’t say anything but shakes his head. Dogs stop laughing.

D1

Tyburn fairs. Festivals of Death.

D3

Entertainment. Booze. Songs. Ballads. Sonnets.

D4

“Hurrah, you dogs, for hangin’, the feelings to excite, I could ha’ throttled Bill almost that moment, with delight”

D1

Gallows Humor.

D4

Humans are funny.

MADDOG

This is not about being funny or not. What do you think I’m doing here – a stand-up comedy show? Shame on you! (to D4) Don’t you dare smirk! Go on! Faster!

Dogs increase the rhythm of their delivering the lines.

D1

Hanged, drawn, quartered.

D2

Decapitated.

D3

Suspended in metal cages.

D4

The Gibbet.

D1

Burning at the stake.

D2

Mazzatello, garrote, wheel.

D3

Then a small blade got attached to the garrote. For efficiency.

D4

Water torture was the most efficient.

D1

Funneling water down a human’s throat.

D2

Boiled to death.

D4

We covered that.

D3

Amputation. Before the invention of anesthetic.

Dogs giggle briefly and stop. Maddog remains silent.

D4

Mutilated for libel.

D2

Branding.

MADDOG

The letters and their meaning?

D3

B for Blashphemy. F for Fraymaker. M for Manslaughter.

D2

P for Perjurer. R for Rogue. S for Slave.

D4

SL for Seditious Libeler. SS for Sower of Sedition. T for Thief.

D1

The Pillory.

D2

Whipping in medieval England.

D3

Impaling in Valachia. 

D4

Dracula!

D2

Nah. Vlad the Impaler.

D4

The Iron maiden in England. An upright coffin with inner spikes.

D3

Enforced Silence for scolding women. Bridle or brank.

D4

The rack in Spain. The Inquisition.

D1

Pressing to death.

D3

Witch Hunts. Burning at the stake.

D4

Depriving them of sleep, food and drink until they admitted their guilt as a witch.

D2

The Salem trial in America.

D3

The Hole. Solitary confinement with no food and water.

D4

The jail.

D2

Clapped in irons.

D3

Chained.

D2

Head under bell.

D4

Running the gauntlet.

D1

Put into asylums.

D2

The treadwheel. Shin scrapers. To improve discipline.

D3

Sending the convicts to Australia.

D4

Or Devil’s Island.

D1

Penal colonies.

D2

Hulks.

D3

Hanging behind close doors.

D4

Yeah, a new world. No more public executions.

D1

“Tongue o’ fire” for pirates.

D2

Slavery.

D1

Flogging.

D2

Lynching.

D3

Beheading.

MADDOG

Last public executions.

D4

Last days of the guillotine.

D3

The blades’ use finally abolished in France in 1981.

D2

The Electric chair.

D4

The Gas chamber.

D1

The Holocaust.

D3

Concentration camps.

D4

Hitler.

D3

Gulags.

D2

Stalin.

D1

Ethnic cleansing.

D3

Genocide.

D2

War.

D3

Suicide bomber.

D4

Explosive necklace.

D2

Lethal Injection.

D3

Death row.

D2

Dead man walking.

D4

Yeah, good movie!

D3

Firing squad

D1

Dictator Ceausescu’s death.

D2

Saddam was hanged.

D3

State-sponsored torture.

D4

Tying victims to bed frames.

D1

Whatever inspired fear.

D2

Waterboarding.

D3

Tough-looking dogs.

D2

Sexual humiliation.

The dogs start smelling each others’ genitals. 

They start acting like they’re in heat.

D3

Abu Ghraib.

D4

Lines of prisoners masturbation. On a soldier’s birthday.

D1

Prisoners’ in dog leaches.

D2

Women underwear on men’s heads. Simulating fellatio.

D3

Human pyramids of naked bodies.

MADDOG

Enough! I had enough. I’m sick of the history of mankind. I wanna be alone. No barking, no snarling, no growling. Ho humans around me. No dogs. No smell of dogs. No human odors. No household garbage. No leftovers. Nothing. Nobody. Just me. God. (beat) You’re dismissed. See you next time… in the next world.

He exits. The Dogs are confused.

D1

What got into him?

D2

He’s sick.

D3

He’s mad.

D4

Then why did we do all he asked us?

D3

That was stupid of us.

D4

To listen to a Maddog.

D1

He’s just tired. He’s been working on so many things.

D2

He knows so many things.

D3

He’s a waste of time. I’m not doing my homework for next time.

D4

I’m not showing up next time. I’m outta here. Are you guys gonna come?

D2

I don’t know…

D1

He is our leader.

D4

Yeah, self-assigned.

D3

He’s not better than us.

D2

Plus we already learned a lot from him. 

D3

He’s obsessed with the humans.

D2

I don’t really care about the humans.

D4

Who cares about the humans?! We’ve got enough on our plate as dogs.

D1

He’s a wise guy. Really smart.

D3

So? He’s human-smart. He’s one of them.

They start growling.

D4

I say… we get rid of him.

D3

I’m with you!

D2

That’s a bit … extreme.

D1

He’s one of us. He’s our teacher!

D4

I’ve got nothing to learn from him. And he puts crazy ideas into your brains.

D3

Let’s kill him.

They start snarling.

D4 (menacingly, to D1 and D2)

Are you with us or against us?

D3 (reluctantly)

OK.

D3

(to D1)

And you, dog?

D1

What got into you?

D4

Are you with us? Or against us?

D2

They’re gonna kill him anyway.

D1

I’m not an accomplice to murder.

D3

Then you’re against us. (to D4) He’s against us.

D4

You have five seconds to change your mind. One. Two. Three.

D2

He’s with us!

D1

No, I’m not!

D4

Two. One. Zero.

D3 and D4 attack D1. He puts up a fight but loses. He’s dead.

D3 and D4 drag his body offstage. D2 goes after them.

Maddog enters.

MADDOG

Dog Luv. Amorres Perros. 

He dances a Maddog dance. The others can join him. 
2. Dogs Playground 02: OPERATIONAL INFO

Maddog is on the rack. The Ds enter with cocktail glasses in their hands. They’re in a casual cocktail party mood.

M has duct tape on his mouth.

D1

Good morning!

D2

He was just asking about you.

D3

How was your night?

D4

Is everything OK?

D1

We missed you.

D2

Are you comfortable? Do you need anything?

D3

He looks all right.

D4

Doesn’t he?

D2

He does.

D1

Shall we?

D2

Of course.

D3

It’s time.

D4

Oh, yeah!

D1 rips off the duct tape from M’s mouth.

D1, D2, D3 and D4 start torturing Maddog.

D1

Scumbag!

D2

Criminal!

D3

Piece of shit!

D4

Talk!

D3

Talk!

D2
Confess!

D1

You’re guilty, aren’t you?

MADDOG

Guilty of what?

D4

Of course he is guilty.

D3

He wouldn’t be here if he wasn’t guilty.

D1

He’s on the black list.

D3

He’s a thief.

D4

A criminal.

D2

Confess!

D3

Talk, dog!

D4

Pig! 

D3

You dirty piece of shit.

D1

Look at you, you already pissed on yourself.

They take some distance from Maddog.

D4 kicks Maddog.

MADDOG(in pain) 

I haven’t done anything wrong. Believe me. I’m here by mistake. I have nothing to confess.

D3

Of course you have something to confess.

D4

Everyone has something to confess.

D3

There’s no mistake. We don’t do mistakes. That was the wrong thing to say.

They operate the rack, more pain, Maddog is moaning.

D1

Is he one of them?

D3

Probably.

D1

Is he one of those – how do they call them…?

D4

He’s one of them.

D1

But he’s not a witch?!

D3

He’s a motherfuckin’ witch. Look at him. He has that witch-face. Scary. Howdda ya like the rack, witch?

Maddog moans, in pain.

D2

Was he involved in the …?

D3

He’s here. He’s a criminal. Period.

D1

He’s a terrorist!

D4

No doubt at that. Look at his face. The way his mouth sucks the air. He’s hiding something.

D3

Fuckin’ terrorist!

D2

Confess!

MADDOG

(much weaker)

What? What to confess? I have nothing …

D4

What are you thinking, douchebag?! Now! Tell me what’s going right now through your fuckin’ head!

D3

Talk!

D2

Is he a serial killer?

D4

Shut the fuck up! Of course he’s a serial killer. He kills us with his freakin’ silence. We worked on him for like 16 hours and nothing. This fuckin’ sadist won’t talk.

D3

The rack is fuckin’ old-fashioned. Let’s wish him a Merry Christmas!

D4

Excellent idea! But … it’s June (insert month here)…
D2

Everyday is Christmas for our “little princess”.

D3

Merry Christmas, sweetie!

D1

Bring his present!

D3 and D2 bring a beautifully wrapped gift. They make M open it and inside it torture tools are revealed.
Staple gun and the cellophane gig. 

M is all wrapped in cellophane. He’s struggling, he can’t breathe, he wriggles.

The Ds have a casual conversation. They get drinks.

D3

(to D4) And how was your speed-dating thing yesterday?

D4

Oh, OK. 30 minutes, 30 people. Can’t remember their faces.

D2

It’s better to see less people. 6 maximum.

D3

Yeah, less is more.

D2

Less choices, more chances to find someone.

D1

I hate to have too many choices. It gives me headaches.

D3

Yeah, I get all stressed and angry and shit.

D2

(to M) See, it’s good to have no choices. Less headaches.

D3

You have a choice, bitch: Talk or die!

M can’t breathe, he’s almost dying. 

D1

Now he can’t talk even if he wants to.

D3

He will talk.

D4

He will.

D3

Are you thirsty, dog?

D4

I hate the way in which you suck the air. You have no idea how annoying you are.

D1

You’ll never meet anyone if you behave like that.

D4

Would you stop it?

He kicks M.

D2

You’re going to kill him.

D3

So?

D1

He won’t talk if he’s dead, we won’t get operable intelligence.

D4

Who said we want operable intelligence?

D2

That’s what we’ve been hired for.

D3

We’re just softening him up. He’ll talk.

D4

We gotta break him. It’s been too long.

D1

You’re killing him.

D4

Nah … Look at him, he’s sucking the cellophane! Like it was a baby bottle.

D3

You little fuck! Confess!

D2

Maybe we should uncover his mouth.

D4

Let us do our job, OK?! You’re a pussy.

D1

He’s not breathing any longer.

D3

Of course he is.

D1

He’s dead.

D4

What?

D3 and D4 check on Maddog. They start punching him.

D3

Who the fuck you think you are to die on us!?

D4

Terrorist! Suicide fucking bomber! Criminal! Thief! Pedophile! You crossed the border, you crossed the fuckin’ border! You’re a traitor to the Eternal Grand National Assembly of the Great Democratic People’s Republic of DOGMACHINA. You’re a dead dog, baby. We’ll put you in a nice black plastic bag – too nice for you, scumbag! – and the garbage hole is yours. 

D3

Your new friends, starving worms and little dirty bugs, will eat you. 

D4

Cheers! To your death! 

D3

To your contribution to the food chain!

3. Dogs Playground 03: DOG LOVE

A dog-fight. 

A big sign: LOVE - DOGMACHINA STYLE

D1 holds D2 and makes him/her fight and D3 holds D4 and makes him/her fight.

D2 and D4 are about to fight.

D4

I’ll make you eat your tongue!

D2

If I don’t eat yours first!

D1/D3

Fight!

D4

Before the tongue-business, I must tell you something.

D2

Say it.

D4

I don’t know…

D2

We ain’t got time to don’t know.

D1/D3

Fight!

D4

I love you.

D2

Well, that’s unfortunate. Given the circumstances.

D4

Do you love me?

D1/D3

Fight!

D4

Do you?

D2

That won’t stop me from killing you.

D4

But you love me.

D2

I guess so.

D1/D3

Fight dammit!

D4

We don’t have time to guess.

D2

I do. I do love you.

D4

Will you marry me?

D2

When, now?

D4

Yes, before I kill you.

D2

Or I kill you.

D4

Let’s not argue now. Just BEFORE.

D2

OK. How are we gonna do this?

D4

You say “I do” and I say “I do”. We say it together, at the same time.

D1/D3

Fight!

D2/D4 (attacking the other) 

I do!

They fight and die in a last violent embrace.

END
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